MANIFESTO   ON   BEHALF   OF   TOLERATION

a whole era, its leaders, princes and priests, Catholic&and
Lutherans alike, were flatly told that their heresy-hunting
was absurd, and the outcome of an illusion. Thousands
and tens of thousands had been persecuted and put to
death, hanged, drowned, or burned, illegally; they were
innocent, for they had not committed any crime against
God or the State: they had not lived apart from their
fellows in the realm of action, but only in the invisible
world of ideas. Who is entitled to direct a fellow man's
thoughts, or to consider the latter's intimate and most
private convictions a crime at common law? Not the
State, nor any other established authority. We read in
the Bible that we are to render unto Ceesar the things
which are Caesar*s; and Gastellio quotes Luther to the
effect that the earthly kingdom has command only over
the body, whereas, as far as the soul was concerned, God
did not wish any mundane law to prevail. The State is
entitled to insist that every subject shall comply with the
dictates of external and political order. Consequently,
any authoritative interference in the internal world of
moral, religious, and (let me add) artistic convictions, so
long as these do not involve manifest rebellion against
the essence of the State (in modern terminology, so long
as they do not involve political agitation) signifies an
abuse of power, and an invasion of the inviolable rights
of the individual. For what happens in this inner world,
no one is responsible to the State, seeing that "with
regard to these matters every one can make a personal
appeal to God." The State authority has no concern
with matters of opinion. Why, then, should people foam
at the mouth when they come across some one whose
philosophical convictions differ from their own; why
this instant call for the police; why this murderous
hatred? In default of a conciliatory spirit, true humane-
ness is impossible. "We can only live together peacefully
when we control our intolerance. Even though there will
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